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Why is Michigan Justice Fund
transitioning to NEO
Philanthropy?

Michigan Justice Fund (MJF) is entering the
next phase of its development. Since launching
in 2020, MJF has grown into a trusted leader in
Michigan's justice ecosystem, supporting
organizations and advancing justice and equity
across the state.

As MJF has expanded in scale and impact, it
has become clear that the organization needs
infrastructure that matches its current and
future ambitions. Transitioning to NEO
Philanthropy as MJF's fiscal sponsor is a
strategic step that strengthens operational
capacity and positions MJF for continued
growth.

This is not a change in mission or direction. It is
a natural evolution for an organization that has
matured beyond its startup phase and is ready
for its next chapter.
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Why was NEO Philanthropy
selected?

NEO Philanthropy has extensive experience
supporting social justice movements and
advancing long-term systems change. Their
model is well aligned with MJF's work and
provides the flexibility, infrastructure, and
expertise needed to support an organization at
this stage of growth.

The partnership will help MJF strengthen its
operations while continuing to center
community, equity, and impact.

What will this transition make possible?

The transition will allow MJF to:

» Align grant deployment with our program'’s operating timeline and capacity
o Adapt our programming as community needs evolve
» Establish systems and infrastructure to propel our program's next stage of

growth

o Expand programming and statewide impact

» Strengthen participation in state and national policy and narrative
conversations

 Build long-term organizational sustainability

Ultimately, this move creates additional capacity for MJF to advance its
mission and support Michigan's justice movement.
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Is Michigan Justice Fund's mission changing?

No. MJF's mission, values, and commitment to justice and equity remain
unchanged. The organization's purpose, priorities, and dedication to the
communities and movements it serves remain at the center of its work.

Will MJF's leadership or staff change?

No. MJF will continue to be led by the same team. This transition changes
MJF's fiscal sponsorship and administrative infrastructure, not its leadership or
strategic direction.

How will this affect current grantees?

MJF is committed to ensuring continuity throughout the transition process.
Current grantees should experience no disruption. Existing commitments will
continue to be honored.

What happens to open grants?

All grant agreements will remain between the grantees and the Community
Foundation for Southeast Michigan. For grant reporting, in addition to
submitting your narrative and financial reports, we ask that you email your
report on or before the deadline listed in your grant agreement to both
impact@cfsem.org and admin@michiganjusticefund.org.

Will grantmaking continue after the transition?

Yes. In Fall 2026, we will resume our Rapid Response open grant program that
receives applications on a rolling basis and invite a select number of grants. To
learn about future grantmaking opportunities, sign up for our newsletter on our
website michiganjusticefund.org.

When will this transition take place?

The transition will take place during the summer and early fall 2026. MJF will
publicly announce the transition at its Annual Summit. Additional information
and transition updates will be shared directly with stakeholders as
implementation moves forward.
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How will this affect funders and philanthropic partners?

Funders and partners can expect continuity in relationships, strategy, and
reporting. MJF remains committed to transparency, partnership, and
accountability throughout the transition process.

The move is designed to strengthen MJF's capacity and long-term
sustainability, enhancing the organization's ability to steward resources and
advance impact across Michigan.

What role has the Community Foundation for Southeast
Michigan played in MJF's development?

The Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan (CFSEM) has been an
essential incubator and partner since MJF's inception.

The Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan has a long history of
serving as an incubator for innovation — moving ideas from infancy through
development, strategy and execution across more than 80 initiatives over four
decades. Central to this work is an ongoing commitment to evaluating when an
initiative has matured beyond its current home and is ready for its next phase.
MJF is a powerful example of that model in action.

Will MJF continue to work with CFSEM?

Yes. While the fiscal sponsorship relationship is changing, MJF values its
relationship with CFSEM and looks forward to continued connection and
collaboration as part of Michigan's broader philanthropic ecosystem.

n_u EST I 0 N S? For questions about the transition, please
« reachoutto admin@michiganjusticefund.org.
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